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exaggerate both his positive and relative magnitude. We feel the enchantment of genius. We are excited by the glow of a strong character, and we do not stop to measure or compare. But, if this was so with Ammianus in his original estimate of Julian, it cannot be said that a cool and true peispective is lacking to the deliberate judgement of his later life. The truth is that an important side of Julian's charactei was alien, if not unsympathetic, to the lay intelligence of Ammianus. Though the Emperor had abandoned Christianity, religion was still the primary interest of his life He conceived it to be his mission to oppose to Christianity a State religion compounded of the old creeds of the pagan world but animated by a new and more fervent spirit In this campaign, which was conducted with desperate energy, Julian received inspiration with equal impai fcahty from the poets and thinkers of ancient Greece, from the mystical doctois of Neoplatonic philosophy as well as from vulgai quacks and thaumatuigists, and his theology was a vessel into which every liquid, good, bad, and indifferent, had been indiscriminately pouied The centre of his system was the worship of the sun-god, who was legarded as the supreme embodiment of the energy, spuit, and intellect by which the Universe is ruled Monotheism was in the air, and Julian, who was sensitive to the spiritual currents of his time, acknowledges the force of its appeal Hut the gods of the ancient mythology were not to be dispossessed by an Oriental intruder, and place was found in lie new system for the traditional polytheism of Greece, Rome, and the Nearer East. All this religious side of Julian's activity was indifferent, if not distasteful, to Ammianus. He was by nature a pobkque, with an ingrained distrust of ecstasy and enthusiasm; and it is like his Roman love of reserve to single out among the defects of Julian's character his volubihty^md not infrequent converse with peisons of low degree, and to comment with some asperity upon the extremes of his sacrificial zeal So, although he makes a hero of Julian, he is discriminating in praise and does not try to slur over defects. He comments, for instance, unfavourably upon his habit of asking litigants to what religion they belonged, and denounces m the strongest